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SPIRIT PERSPECTIVES IN PAULINE WRITINGS
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One of the most challenging narratives in the Gospels is the
journey of Jesus from Jerusalem to Galilee through Samaria (Jn 4:4-
42). Because of the long-standing enmity between the Jews and the
Samaritans,' the Jews travelling between Galilee and Judea would
not pass through the territory of Samaria; rather they crossed the
river Jordan in the north and in the south and travelled through
Trans-Jordan, which was a tedious and time-consuming exercise.
But this custom was adhered to by all Jews during those times,
precisely to demonstrate their antipathy towards the Samaritans. It is.
in the context of this unsympathetic atmosphere that we read about
Jesus travelling through Samaria. John simply says: "He (Jesus) had
to go through Samaria" (Jn 4:4). Through this statement John does
not refer to the usual practice, rather he hints at the theological
significance of this journey and the consequence of this bold
exercise of Jesus transcending the conventions and customs in
religious relationship, thereby creating a new atmosphere of inter-
religious complementary thinking, a very important step in our
journey towards fellowship in religious experience.

This story of Jesus going from Jerusalem to Galilee through the
territory of the Samaritans is a very challenging one for several
reasons. We do not want to explain the story in its entirety; rather
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The reasons for this hatred between the two groups go back to the eighth century
BCE, when the inhabitants of the Northern Kingdom were forced to live with the
immigrant Assyrians, and a mixed ethnic group grew up in the northern parts. Later
on, when the Jews returned to Jerusalem after the Babylonian captivity from 538
BCE onwards and started constructing the demolished Temple, the Samaritans
opposed it for their own reasons, and consequently during the time of Jesus the
enmily between them was something crucial.
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