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Part three deals with the understanding of the church in the FABC 

statements. In the Lumen Gentium of Vatican Council II, we come across 
with an explanation of two inseparable aspects (the visible and invisible) 
of the church. It deals with the community life, community of God 
(Trinitarian God), and church as a community. This, according to the 
author, is a basic idea that underlies the foundation and functions of the 
FABC. 

In the fourth part we see the emerging Asian ecclesiological trends. 
There is no church without Christ. Christ is the centre of our every 
activity. The author analyzes the post-Vatican belief and understanding of 
in salvation. The author explains well the exclusivist, absolutist, normative 
and inclusive approaches to this problem. Vatican Council II has opened 
up the avenues of salvation even outside the church. This thinking has 
made the Asian theologian to make the Asian Church more open, and to be 
an incultured community, a lacerative community, a dialogue community, 
a kingdom-centred community, and a community of harmony. 
 Part five, entitled “Towards an Asian Ecclesiology,” highlights the 
contribution of FABC towards the development of an Asian ecclesiology. 
This part provides an evaluation of the address of Pope John Paul II to the 
delegates of the Sixth Plenary Assembly of the FABC. “The thrust of the 
FABC has centred around the mission of the church.” The discussion in 
this part points to the need for the inculturated Christian community in 
Asia and the author opines that, in Asian attempts, developing a 
Christology that is Asian would be very essential. 
 At end, the author provides up-to-date information and statistics 
about the politico-ethnic, socio-economic and catholic hierarchy in Asia. 
So, we can say that this book enriches us with a lot of information. The 
author has convincingly shown that the Christian community in Asia is a 
community, centred on the values of “God’s kingdom” and “universal 
harmony.”  Indeed, the systematic and scientific style that is followed all 
through the book makes it more attractive to the theologians as well as lay 
readers who are interested in the organic development of an Asiatic 
Church.  

Lijo Thomas Brahmakulam 
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