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The interpretation of any written text should take into account the context.
This is especially important for the interpretation of biblical texts, which
can have normative value in the life of believers. ‘Context’ here is to be
taken primarily in the sense of the words in which the biblical text is
found. But context also includes many other factors which influenced the
shaping of the original meaning of the text and the shaping of the attempts
to come to grips with the relevance of that original meaning in the milieu
of any given reader.

Saviour Menachery’s book has as its goal the interpretation of the
phrase “remembering the poor” in Galatians 2:10. Well aware of the need
to interpret this text in its many contexts, he dedicates two preliminary
parts of his book to prepare for his actual discussion of the text in question.

In Part I, Menachery outlines “The Socio-Theological Setting of
Pauline Apostolic Preaching.” Here, he goes into a thorough discussion of
various external and internal factors which influenced the shaping of
Paul’s original meaning in Galatians, e.g., the makeup of the Greco-
Roman society of Paul’s time, Paul’s concept of being an ‘apostle’, the
dynamics of preaching, and Paul’s internalization of what the word
‘gospel’ means.

Then, in Part 11, Saviour, a true son of the Pontifical Biblical Institute
that he is (before doing doctoral studies at Saint Thomas he acquired a
Licentiate in Sacred Scripture from PBI), makes a detailed analysis of key
Greek words which bear on the text. There is no substitute for consultation
of the original language in which the biblical text was written. By
exploring the meaning of these Greek words, Saviour gives a good
approximation of the mind of Saint Paul, a mind which was determinative
for the writing of Galatians 2:10 as nothing else was; for, it was Paul’s
understanding of himself and of his role in the Christianity of the first-
century Mediterranean world which framed the text in question. It is in and
through the language Paul used that one best arrives at this understanding.

Only after this elaborate but indispensable preparation does the
author address the text itself. He situates briefly some past and present
interpretations of Galatians 2:10 against their historical backgrounds.
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Then, he gives a detailed explanation of how he views Pauol's words in the
immediate contest.

Thiz iz a work of biblical theology. That 1= o say, it focoses on the
religions meaning of the text in question Thix religiou: mesning iz the
bridge which makes possible the disceming of the relevance of Galatians
2:10 in the world of today. Here the context grows more complicatad, not
anly to identify the poor of today, bat the issues as to bow to help them
Thers iz no particalar difficulty i deciding bow to come to the aid of those
who are i danger of dying from hunger from one day to the nest: supphy
what is nesded 29 guickdy 23 possible. Buwch more challensing iz how ta
come to the aid of the economically poor on 2 lonz-term bazis.

Saviour hlenachery kesps refeming to the nesd of coming to the
amsistance of the poor as part of the “imbegral gospel”™ The chaice of
“integral” is sigmificamt Mot “essemtial” By mplication ome can be a
follower of Christ in eszentials even if one do=s not come to the aid of the
poar. Should there ever be a day when there are no really poar persoms
waould it, tharefora, be impossible to be a3 Christian?

Warship of the Father 2z revesled v hiz Son and worship &=
imberndad by the Son would ssem to be at the assence ofwhat tistobe 2
Christian. That means worship of the Father i the comtext of fellowr
warshippers and one's worship of the Father dictates an attimade o one's
fallow beings. Be they poor or not thers s an oblizafion fo 2 mors
fundzmental approach to others than just thinkine ahont their poverty. The
suthar tonches on thiz more fondzsmestal approach 2t the end of his stody
of Galatians 2:10, when ke notes that being a slove meor not beiz a
R perzon. Ha hints at the deepest level of 2 Christian afttode to one’s
fellowr bemes, Christian and pon-Christian alike — the stimde that each
one iz @ person. This is the distinctive zift of Christianity to the world: the
development under the swidamce of the Spinit to the realization of the
irnplications of the temms “Father’, “San’ and “Spinit’ in the preachine of
Chrizt, and the baginring of the realization of what that mesnc for ving ==
2 Christian m zll the warlds which fllovwed, temporally =nd
zeoeraphically, on that preaching. In living with persons as persoms, o the
context of Father, Son and Spinit — in the way revesled by the Son —
Christiamity iz at itz despast level Hera i= the eszence of what itz tobe a

Saviour hlenachery’s book iz explicitly ahont 2 teet dealime with the
poar in the context of one of the writings of Christiznity’s most dedicated
believers. It &= the mesnt of the book thet it belps the reader get 1o the
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underhying thealogy of this dedicated believer's atitade to the poar. In =0
doing, Saviour has suzzested farther depths in which Christisn dedication
should be framad

James Swetnam



