BOOK REVIEWS

Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh,

Divine Melody,
Poona : Rajneesh Foundation, 1978, iv + 263 pp.

‘“The ten chapters of this book are transcriptions taken from
original recordings of the discourse on the songs of Kabir given by
Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh at the Rajneesh Ashram in Poona, India,
from January Ist, 1977 to February 10th, 1977.”

As the message of the book, the author of the book himself is a
new spiritual phenomenon of our times. His teaching is that any
attempt to repress human emotions and desires is doomed to failure,
and prevents transcendence to higher levels of consciousness. In
The Divine Melody he states : < everybody has been told that happi-
ness exists in the future. This is mensense. Happiness exists here-
now. You need not achieve it, you bring it with yourself—it is part
of your innermost core > (p. 243). But men “ have been hypnotised
to remain ir misery. ” *‘ Ideologi¢s are just mind-preducts; conscious-
ness is far beyond, for above ” (p. 245). Hence one has to free one’s
consciousness from these ideologies and religions which condition
man’s mind and thus make him a miserable man. ‘A bhappy man is
a rebeltious man. Happiness 88 tremendous rebellion. Once huma-
nity is awake, temples, churches, religions will disappear from the
earth” (p. 242). “ Let freedom be your religion and be rebellious !
A revolutionary is a reactionmary he reacts against the soeiety. But
a rebellious person is ome who has undérstoed the whofe nonsense
of the society, and simply slips out of it. He does not fight with it.
On: the surface he even continues to pretend that he belongs to it ”
(p. 251).

Thus to attain real happiness what Rajneesh proposes is a rebellion
against the hypnotising ideologies that condition our thinking. One
of the spheres in which a man has to attain freedom is that of ttie sex.
“ Once the sex enmergy rises in the spine, you start becoming very
very happy. When the sex energy reaches to the severnth—
sahasrar—you flower into a lotus bloom. Your life then is a deep

Dh—9
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‘R. H Lesser, |

The - Holy Spmt and the ‘Charismatic -Renewal,
.Bangalore : Theologncal Pubhcanon in Indla 1978, Vl + 274 pp

The Charismatic movement has been spreading among the
Catholics of India during the recent years arousing the -interest and
criticism of not a few. Though there are many publications about the
movement an objective and sober study of the movement in its rela-
tion to the Holy Spirit has been a felt need. R. H. Lesser, the author
of many books, has made a significant contribution in"this line in his
book The Holy Spirit and the Charismatic Renewal. This book will be
of attraction both to those interested in the movement and to the
critics since it comes from a writer who, though involved in the move-
ment, has a balanced view and is not carried away by enthusiasm ' and
‘emotion like many of the charismatics. - More than this, it is also a
manual for the members of the movement who want to be directed
by sound theological principles -and practices. The author writes in
plain language clear to ordmary man-even when he treats strictly
theologxcal topxcs

As the t1tle indicates more importance is given to the * Holy
Spirit ”* than the ** Charismatic renewal. > Of the 24 chapters, chapters
1-11 and 16-24 mainly treat about the Holy Spirit and his activities
and only chapters 12-15 are devoted to the “° Charismatic renewal. ”
In chapters 1-4 we have a biblical study of the Holy Spirit and chapter
5 explains how the H. Spirit vivifies and acts in the Church as its soul.
Though chapters 6-9 do not explicitly speak about the Charismatic
movement, they implicitly describe who a true charismatic is, the one
who is always open to the Spirit. This openness to the H. Spirit
cannot be restricted to those in the Charismatic movement though the
movement is a sign of a new outpouring of the Spirit. The chapter

n “ Emotions and the Holy Spirit” is remarkable. ‘ We Catholics
have tended to be too exclusively cerebral in our official liturgical
worship. We have stressed intellectual prayer, whether mental or
vocal, to the almost complete exclusion of physlcal or emotional
worship > (p. 105). “ With the Charismatic renewal there ‘enters a
new élement—one not really catered to in the emotional popuiar
devotions—namely physical expressions of worship : raising of hands,
ecstatic cries, prostrations, etc.” (p. 107). However the author is not
favourable to emotional extravagance in public worship although be
admits that spontaneous outburst of emotjons in private gathermgs
could be from the Spirit.
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encountered by this renewal programme. Of course Post-Vatican
theological thinking has already proposed some criteria, e.g., that of
Bible and biblical symbolism, of the Tradition, Institution by Christ
etc. .

It is the author’s contention that “* these principles, though excellent
in themselves, are not precise enough to be effective criteria. They
orient the research : they are not instruments of discernment > (p. 12).

It is in this perspective that he proposes a new approach to the
whole problem, that of Semiology, or * the science which studies the
life of signs in the heart of social life ” (p. 38). The author’s choice
of this method is because, “ to speak of adaptation of sacramental
rites is to think of them as signs. These signs communicate a message.
This message may be expressed, hopefully through other signs except
in the case of those signs which have been determined by Christ him-
self ” (p. 48). The concepts of ‘ structure °, “ signification’, * communi-
cation’, etc., which belong to the category of sign systems, help the
author in clarifying the issues involved, like the tension between stabi-
lity and mobility, change and continuity, etc.

The book as a whole is certainly an important contribution to
the theology of sacraments. The semiological approach adopted in
order to clarify a theological problem is in itself commendable, in this
period of interdisciplinary studies to explore new dimensions of truth.

Louis Malieckal

David C. Scott (ed)

Keshub Chunder Sen,

Il?iangalore : The Christian Literature Society, 1979, xv + 361 pp,
s. 20. '

This is the first book published by the * Library of Indian Christian
Theology’ under the special title * Companion Volume Series.’ Its
aim is to make available to Indian Theological Students the writings
on Christian Theology by Indians of other faiths with iinplications
for indigenous Christian Theology in India, '
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Keshub writes : * Divinity coming down to humanity is the Son;
Divinity carrying up humanity to heaven is the Holy Ghost.... In
this plain figure of three lines, you have the solution of a vast-problem,
The Father, the Son, the Holy Ghost; the Creator; the Exempler, and
the Sanctifier; I am, I love, I save; the still God, the Journeying God,
the Returmng God; Force, Wisdom, Holiness; The ‘True, the Good,
the Bezautiful; Sat, Cit, Ananda; Truth, Intelligence and Joy; Has not
the Holy Ghost been described as the ¢ Comforter > ?- Truly He is the
heart’s joy. Thus the Trinity of Christian theology corresponds strikingly
with the Saccidinanda of Hinduwism. You have three conditions,
three manifestations of Divinity ” (p. 228).

The reality of Keshub’s experience of Christ and the genuineness
of his effort to express this experience in terms of his own Indian
tradition cannot be denied. ‘* Christ has been my study for a quarter
of a century. That God-man—they say half God and half man—
walks daily all over this vast peninsula, irom the Himalayas to Cape
Comorin, enlightening and sanctifying its teeming millions. He is
a mighty reality in Indian history. Hg is to us a living and moving
spirit” (pp. 220-221). “ How beautiful, how soul-satisfying.! The
Pather continuously manifests his wisdom and mercy in creation,
1ill they take the form of pure sonship in Christ, and then out of one
little seed—Christ is evolved a whole harvest of endless and ever multj-
plymg Christs . (p.. 228).

Keshub s writings are a classical example . how an oﬂimally non-
christian, i.e., a Hindu by birth, could genuinely experience Christ and
live the Christian dogma of Trinity. In that respect the anthology
of the writings of Keshub, prepared by David C. Scott, is a very
valuable publication in the field of dialogue between religions.

K. T. K,

3ruce D. Reed, ‘

The Dynamics "of Rellglon Process and Movement in Chnstlan
Churches,

London : Darton, Longmah& Todd, 1978, pp. xiii - 235,' £ 3.90.

What would be the nature of rehglous behaviour if it is inter-
preted not from the believer’s standpoint, but from that of the human
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the meaning of the event for the participant. These ‘two_elements
in the act of worship may also be regarded as related to each other as
‘ container * and ‘contained’ (p. 9). The inarticulate human process
is given form and consciousness through the theological retationale.
The first element is referred to as process and the second as movement.
The core of a movement is an emotive idea; in the case of a religious
movement a myth or system of myths or religious stories. Bven in
religious practices the emotive element lis very important. Man
always stands in need to renew contact with a source of meaning and
confidence. Let us analyze a particular event. When a member
from international Everest expedition (1971) died, his companions
carried his body below he snowline and cremated. From the utili-
tarian point of view this act was unnecessary and dangerous. .But
from an emotive point of view it was necessary. * In face of the death
of a companion, everyone’s meaningful world is threatened with collapse.
Only by giving value to the body of the dead companion can the climbers
restore their own sense of meaningful endeavour. They reawaken
inside themselves the image of a group which cares for them and will
mourn for them if they also are killed > (pp. 12-13). This oscillation
of mind between meaning and action or movement and process is
also found in the religious behaviour of man. The Dynamics of Religion
is a veritable contribution in this field of study.



