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and decline of the Nurbakhshiyya. Peter Hardy highlights the attempts
of Abul Fazl to show that Akbar was the "First Intelligence in the
divine cosmogony".

Christian Troll has wonderfully brought out the sufi sources that
nourished the life and apostolic vision of the founder of the Tablighi
Jama'at. Qeyamuddin Ahmad investigates the key problem of con-
temporary Islam, namely how to adapt and reform the medival system
of religious education, especially the curriculum in the madrasa. Thr-
ough a sociological case study of a major madrasa in North India
A.R. Saiyed and Mohammad Talib illustrate how this institutional
set-up conditions the basic intellectual outlook of religious ideas
fostered within it. S.Y. Bhajjan and A.A. Yesudas explore the meeting
of traditional Muslim and Biblical themes and symbols in urdu
poetry.

Studies and commentaries of this nature will, undoubtedly, en-
lighten the reader and will inspire him to work for peace and harmony.
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A Church in Struggle

Dharmaram Publications, Bangalore, 1984. pp. xviii 302 (27 pages
of Bibliography and 6 pages of Index). No price given.

The western colonial powers started arriving in India at the close
of the 15th century. The most ancient Christians of India had been
living here with a sort of mixed identity, claiming apostolic origin in
the first century and having relations with the East-Syrian Church of
Persia, and at the same time integrated with the socio-cultural milieu
of this country. The community was perhaps well on its way to an
evolution of its identity into a fully Indian Church. Their encounter
with the Christians of the West from the 16th century onwards gra-
dually developed into a conflict and confrontation, as the colonial
forces and the missionaries patronized by the colonialists appeared to
the Indian Christians as a challenge and even a threat to their


